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Coast talk about some of the issues. It 
always amazes me that our issues are 
so aligned. 

But specifically today I am going to 
talk a little bit about water. So in 
communities like the Central Valley, 
Federal permitting requirements, cou-
pled with the State’s strict environ-
mental regulations make it harder for 
our communities to get the water they 
so desperately need. 

Increasing water storage capacity is 
critical to ensuring a reliable water 
supply for our valley farmers that feed 
the country. Unfortunately, our broken 
permitting process prevents many of 
these critical water infrastructure 
projects from ever getting off the 
ground. 

We need to fix complex and con-
tradictory laws, court decisions, and 
regulations at the State and Federal 
levels that hinder our water storage in-
frastructure. 

Layers of unnecessary bureaucracy 
and red tape in permitting decisions 
have blocked much of the needed 
progress on a long list of projects, from 
water storage, to energy production, to 
highways. 

The government red tape in permit-
ting is not only affecting water stor-
age, it is also having a devastating ef-
fect on our Nation’s energy supply. 

There is a backlog of over 4,600 per-
mits to drill pending under the Biden 
administration, and even though Fed-
eral law requires approval of the per-
mits on Federal lands within 30 days, 
permits often languish at the Depart-
ment of the Interior for a year or more. 

This government red tape is hurting 
families in the Central Valley and 
across the country in the form of high-
er gas prices. It is time for the govern-
ment bureaucracy to get out of the 
way so we can once again become en-
ergy independent. 

There is no reason that streamlining 
the Federal permitting process should 
be a controversial issue. Rural commu-
nities like the one I represent are tired 
of burdensome government regulations 
holding them back. Greater efficiency 
in the Federal permitting process is 
critical for getting water to those in 
the Central Valley that need it most. 

And as we saw, from other colleagues 
that spoke before us, this isn’t just a 
California issue. And I know that the 
chairman here, Mr. NEWHOUSE and I, 
our districts are a lot alike. We both 
grow a lot of different commodities, 
and we are proud of our districts. But 
we both need something that makes it 
all possible, and that is water and en-
ergy. 

I thank the gentleman for his leader-
ship on these important issues and 
thank him for giving me the oppor-
tunity. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker, 
the gentleman is right. What is more 
precious than water? And those of us in 
the West understand that very well. 

So, Madam Speaker, let me just say 
I am very grateful to have colleagues 
from across this great country join me 

tonight to talk about these issues, and 
to discuss our efforts in the Western 
Caucus as it relates to permitting 
month. 

b 2015 

As you have heard, the broken proc-
esses surrounding permitting through-
out the Federal Government have truly 
kneecapped our rural communities. 
This has slowed progress and has cost 
millions and millions of dollars. 

In order to truly unleash American 
potential, we have to reform this proc-
ess, and we will. Between the Western 
Caucus and those of us in Congress, we 
will continue to advocate for common-
sense policies that are going to do just 
that. 

Madam Speaker, I am grateful for 
the Special Order opportunity this 
evening, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS AND JOINT 
RESOLUTION SIGNED 

Cheryl L. Johnson, Clerk of the 
House, reported and found truly en-
rolled a bill of the House of the fol-
lowing title, which was thereupon 
signed by the Speaker pro tempore, Ms. 
DEGETTE, on Friday, March 11, 2022: 

H.R. 2545. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to clarify the role of doctors of 
podiatric medicine in the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes. 

Kevin F. McCumber, Deputy Clerk of 
the House, further reported and found 
truly enrolled a joint resolution of the 
House of the following title, which was 
thereupon signed by the Speaker pro 
tempore, Ms. DEGETTE, on Friday, 
March 11, 2022: 

H.J. Res. 75. Joint Resolution making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2022, and for other 
purposes. 

Kevin F. McCumber, Deputy Clerk of 
the House, further reported and found 
truly enrolled a bill of the House of the 
following title, which was thereupon 
signed by the Speaker on Friday, 
March 11, 2022: 

H.R. 2471. An act making consolidated ap-
propriations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2022, and for providing emergency 
assistance for the situation in Ukraine, and 
for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(b) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the House stands adjourned 
until 10 a.m. tomorrow morning for 
morning-hour debate and noon for leg-
islative business. 

Thereupon (at 8 o’clock and 16 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, March 16, 2022, at 10 a.m. 
for morning-hour debate. 

f 

BUDGETARY EFFECTS OF PAYGO 
LEGISLATION 

Pursuant to the Statutory Pay-As- 
You-Go Act of 2010 (PAYGO), Mr. YAR-

MUTH hereby submits, prior to the vote 
on passage, for printing in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD, that H.R. 560, the 
Northern Mariana Islands Legal Resi-
dents Relief Act of 2021, as amended, 
would have no significant effect on the 
deficit, and therefore, the budgetary ef-
fects of such bill are estimated as zero. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–3609. A letter from the Director, Regu-
lations Management Division, Rural Devel-
opment Innovation Center, Rural Develop-
ment-Rural Housing Service, Department of 
Agriculture, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Single Family Housing Guaran-
teed Loan Program [Docket No.: RHS-20- 
SFH-0025] (RIN: 0575-AD21) received Feb-
ruary 22, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

EC–3610. A letter from the Counsel for Leg-
islation and Regulation, Office of Hearings 
and Appeals, Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — HUD Office of Hear-
ings and Appeals [Docket No.: FR-6285-F-01] 
received February 22, 2022, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

EC–3611. A letter from the Director, Regu-
lations Policy and Management Staff, De-
partment of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Tobacco Products; Required Warnings for 
Cigarette Packages and Advertisements; De-
layed Effective Date [Docket No.: FDA-2019- 
N-3065] (RIN: 0910-AI39) received March 7, 
2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–3612. A letter from the Acting Director, 
Regulatory Management Division, Environ-
mental Protection Agency, transmitting the 
Agency’s final rule — National Emission 
Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants: Sta-
tionary Combustion Turbines; Amendments 
[EPA-HQ-OAR-2017-0688; FRL-5909.1-02-OAR] 
(RIN: 2060-AV03) received March 7, 2022, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–3613. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting 
the Agency’s final rule — Fluopyram; Pes-
ticide Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2020-0607; 
FRL-9454-01-OCSPP] received February 22, 
2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–3614. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting 
the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; 
AK; Removal of Excess Emissions Provision 
[EPA-R10-OAR-2017-0031; FRL-9177-02-R10] re-
ceived February 22, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

EC–3615. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting 
the Agency’s final rule — Approval and Pro-
mulgation of Implementation Plans; Geor-
gia: Approval of Revisions to State Imple-
mentation Plan; Correction [EPA-R04-OAR- 
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